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A PATRIOT'S BOOKS 


In the course of re-examining some of the older books 
our catalogers have come upon a number of volumes having 
the name "William Beanes" inscribed on the flyleaf or title 
page. An attempt to identify the bearer of this name has 
further enhanced the story of an exciting episode in our 
country's history. 


William Beanes (1749-1828) was a Revolutionary War Sur 
geon and a resident of Upper Marlboro, Maryland, where he 
was practicing medicine when the British entered the town 
in August of 1814. The British officers were quartered at 
Dr. Beanes' home, where their host's hospitality was evi- 
dently mistaken for sympathy, since Dr. Beanes was. later 
accused by the British commander, General Ross, of being a 
turncoat, was arrested, and treated with some harshness. 
He was taken to a British ship in Chesapeake Bay, and held 
a prisoner there by Admiral Cockburn. 


It was to effect Dr. Beanes' release that Francis Scott 
Key was sent under a flag of truce to the British admiral, 
and from this point on the story becomes very familiar. 
Beanes was released, but both he and Key were detained over- 
night by the British during the shelling of Fort McHenry. 
In the morning the sight of the fort still in American hands 
inspired Key to write "The Star-Spangled Banner". 


According to an article by one of Dr. Beanes' descend- 
ants (C. C. Magruder, Jr.), in the Bulletin of the Medical 
apd Chirurgical Faculty of Maryland, 7:67-9 (1914-15), his 
medical books passed after his death to his brother, Dr. 
Colmore Beanes, and to his nephew, William Beanes Magruder, 
also a famous physician,and mayor of Washington in 1857-58. 


A note on the title page of Dr. Beanes' copy of Boer- 
haave's Academical Lectures on the Theory of Physic, London, 
1751-57, now in the Armed Forces Medical Library, indicates 
that this title was presented to the Library by Mrs. William 
Beanes Magruder, who was doubtless the donor of the other 
volumes from Dr. Beanes! library. It will be of great in- 
terest to learn if other of his books are in our collection, 
and to note what titles were included in the professional 
library of an early American physician. 








Printing cost borne by the FRIENDS of the Armed Forces Medical Library. 
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ADVISORY GROUP MEETING 


The second meeting of the Armed Forces Medical Library 
Advisory Group for the current fiscal year was held at AFML 
on Friday, 21 January 1955, Present were Captain Engelman, 
Dr. Jarcho, Dr. Smith, Dr. Stephan, General Twitchell, and 
Lt. Colonel Rogers, Absent: Miss Doe, Dr. Meyer, Colonel 
Rich. The President of the Society of Medical Consultants 
to the Armed Forces, Dr. Worth B. Daniels, attended during 
the first half of the morning session. 


Dr. Daniels described the activities of a small ad hoc 
committee, made up of designated delegates of the American 
Medical Association, the American College of Physicians, 
the American College of Surgeons, the American Academy of 
Obstetrics and Gynecology, the Association of American Med- 
ical Colleges, and the Society of Medical Consultants to 
the Armed Forces. During the last two months, the committee 
has been active in backing the new building program of the 
Armed Forces Medical Library, and to this end the committee 
has had interviews with the Assistant Director of the Bu- 
reau of the Budget and the Assistant Secretary of Defense 
(Comptroller). Both Dr. Daniels and the Advisory Group gen 
erally were encouraged at the prospect of bringing the pro- 
gram through successfully, although the final returns are 
not yet in. 


The Advisory Group reviewed a series of advanced sche- 
matic drawings for the new building,submitted by the Navy's 
Bureau of Yards and Docks through the Bureau of Medicine and 
Surgery, and gave approval to these plans. 


During the afternoon session, the Advisory Group con- 
sidered matters pertaining to divisional reorganization of 
the Library, progress of the documentary medical film pro- 
gram, possibilities in the field of the facsimile transmis- 
sion of documents, and the publication of special biblio- 
graphies on the physiology of bone and on the chemotherapy 
of cancer, 


NEW INDEX DIVISION CREATED 


Effective at the beginning of the new year, the name 
of the old Current List Division was changed to Index Divi- 
sion. At the same time, the old Index-Catalogue Division 
was abolished, and its personnel transferred to the new In- 
dex Division, as a section thereof. Mr. Seymour Taine, for- 
merly Chief, Current List Division, now serves as Chief, 
Index Division, and has the responsibility for seeing both 
the Current List of Medical Literature and the remaining 
volumes of the Index-Catalogue through publication. 
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BOOK HUNTING IN CAROLINA 























































Last September, quite by accident, we came across a 
fine cache of tuberculosis literature which had lain neg- 
lected and forgotten for more than thirty years. This col- 
lection was discovered by Lt. Colonel Bernard Kotte, of the 
Supply Division of the Office of The Surgeon General, ina 
resort hotel in Asheville, North Carolina. When Colonel 
Kotte told us about his find, a Library representative was 
immediately sent to investigate it. 


What he found was the library of Dr. Karl von Ruck, an 
outstanding, albeit controversial, figure in the fight 
against tuberculosis. Dr. von Ruck was present at the Ber- 
lin meeting in 1882 at which Koch announced the discovery 
of the tubercle bacillus, and in 1897 he himself produced a 
modification of Koch's first tuberculin. Much of his later 
work had to do with immunization investigations. 


Dr. von Ruck operated both the Winyah Sanatorium, one 
of the first private institutions for the treatment of Tu- 
berculosis, and the von Ruck Research Laboratory for Tuber- 
culosis, which was his primary interest during the last ten 
years of his life. He was an aggressive collector of the 
literature in his specialty, and accumulated a library so 
extensive as to require a separate building. He employed 
two abstractors who were responsible for indexing and ab- 
stracting the contents of the books and journals in the 
collection. 


Dr. von Ruck died in 1922, and shortly after his death 
both his sanatorium and his research laboratory were closed. 
The library became the property of the resort operators who 
converted the building to a summer hotel about fifteen years 
ago. Since 1922 apparently no one has been interested in 
the collection, and we found books shelved in bedrooms, 
bathrooms and corridors, and used as doorstops, A file of 
about 150,000 index cards, very minutely classified by a 
locally devised scheme, was housed ina _ fireproof vault. 


There were about 3,500 bound journal volumes and 1,000 
monographic pieces, covering the period through 1922. The 
journal] literature was most impressive and contained com- 
plete runs of such titles as Virchows Archiv, Biochemische 
Zeitschrift, Zeitschrift ftir Tuberkulose, and. many abstract- 
ing tools Such as Schmidts Jahrbucher, and the Zentralblat- 
ter. 

















The collection had interest for us only because of 
isolated journal volumes needed to fill gaps, a few of the 
dissertations and pamphlets, and the possibility of micro- 
filming the card index as a kind of comprehensive biblio- 
graphy of the tuberculosis literature before 1923. We were 
fortunate to be able to make an arrangement under which one 
of the new medical school libraries has purchased the 


entire collection, giving to us all items which we did not 
already have. : 


(For an obituary notice on Dr. von Ruck, see American 
Review of Tuberculosis, 6:1053-6 [January 1923]). 








FEBRUARY EXHIBIT 


The exhibit for February presents studies in the phys- 
iology of bone. It is intended as historical background 
to the material included in AFML'S forthcoming bibliogra- 
phy on the structure, composition, and growth of bone, 
Some material has been loaned by the Armed Forces Institute 
of Pathology, and transparencies of bone structure have 
been furnished by Dr. W. J. Tobin of Washington, D. C. The 
exhibit was prepared by Mrs. Katherine Uhler. 


RARE FIRST EDITION 


The Armed Forces Medical Library has recently acquired 
a copy of the first edition of Jean Liebault's Quatre 
livres des secrets de medecine et de la philosophie 
chimique, Paris, 1573, an exceedingly rare Tittle book. 





Liébault, a Paris physician who died in 1596, based 
his book of popular remedies on the second part of Gesner's 
De secretis remediis, a work which enjoyed a_ tremendous 
vogue, and went through many editions in several languages, 
Most references to the Quatre livres mention the 1579 edi- 
tion as the earliest. Neither the Bibliotheque Nationale 
nor the British Museum owns the 1573 edition, and Duveen 
(Bibliotheca alchemica et chemica, 1949, p. 358), who sums 
up most of the information about the work, had apparently 
never seen a copy of the. first edition. 








AFML CATALOG 


The quinquennial cumulation of the Armed Forces Medi- 
cal Library Catalog, 1950-54, will be published in six vol- 
umes in the Summer of 1955 by J. W. Edwards, Inc., Ann 
Arbor, Michigan, at a price of $ 64.00 f.0.b., and orders 
should be placed with the publisher. No separate annual 
catalog for 1954 will be published. 











